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The select committee “ to inquire into the expediency of di- 
viding the Territory of Wisconsin, and locating such line 
of division as shall equitably divide the same into two 
States,” have had the same under consideration, and 


RESPECTFULLY REPORT: 


That in their opinion, the Territory of Wisconsin 
should be equitably divided, for the following principal rea- 
sous: = 

1. Tho large extent and peculiar shape of the Territory, 


and the consequent inequality in the benefits of government. 
2. The late-act of Congress, dated August 6, 1846, dividing 
the same. 


3. The present unequal representation i in Ms Senate of the 
United States. 


Your committee have found in examining the subject, that the 
area included within the present undisputed limits of Wiscon- 
sin Territory may be estimated at about 90,000 ,square miles," 
and is about as large as New York and Pennsylvania together; 
ant the length of the same entirely: disproportioned to Из 
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breadth, averaging about 200 miles wide, and some 6 or 700 
miles long. i 

The present population in the vicinity of the west end of 
Lake Superior, and the settlements now forming immediately. 
south of the same, continuing to the Mississippi river, are 
greatly inconvenienced, on account of the distancë from the 
seat of their present Legislature, and,.so far as distance is 
concerned, without a parallel in the history of any of the 
States in this Union: the north is, therefore, liable to great in- 
justice by the legislature, passing laws touching their interest 
before it could be possible for the inhabitants of that region {0 
get any information on the subject, and have sufficient time 
to exercise the inestimable right of petition or remonstrance 
within the ordinary time of any session of the legislature.— ' 
That a large proportion of the Territory located between the 
Wisconsin and Chippewa rivers, a distance of near 150 miles, 
is broken and undesirable for cultivation and settlement, which 
renders it probable that the facilities of a speedy winter com- 
munication between this section of country and the remote set- 
tlements of the northwest, cannot be had for many years— 
the great barrier, «с. of distance, forbids the equal distribu- 
tion of the benefits and privileges of State government now to 
be formed, and renders them almost worthless: to the inhabi- 
tants of that region, | : 

The late act of Congress defining the northwest boundary 
line, commencing at the first falls in the river Samt Louis 
west from Lake Superior, and running due south to the Saint 
Croix, and down the channel of the same to the Mississippi 
river, is highly objectionable to the inhabitants of the valley 
of the St. Croix river, as'it- places the settlements under dif- 
ferent governments, alienates пе соттоп feeling of interest 
in society, and gives concurrent jurisdiction to the legislatures 
of differant states in regulating all the imprayemenis in the 
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river requiring chartered privileges—whose conflleting inter- 
ests are só multiplied that even the legislature of one state 
might not control, reconcile and restrain them—and if resort 
could be Над to two, great advantage may “be taken of each 
other by-individuals, a wide doer opened to litigation, and the 
inhabitants on the differeat sides of the river arrayed and ex- 
asperated against each other. 

The late act of Congress, however, has-this favorable effect 
with the committee, in that it Наз manifested a disposition to 
divide the présent Territory of Wisconsin, which without con- 
sent of parties, under the ordinance of 1787, your committee 
have doubted whether such division соіа be made; but the 
area intended to be included by the act is so extended to the 
north and west,that your committee, independent of the 
other objections;-think the line of division improperly located 
and unequitable,cutting off the Territory on the southwest 
from any commercial point or advantage at the west end of 
Lake Superior, to whom it naturally belongs, even if the line 
established by Congress should remain unaltered. And it also 
includes within the limits of the state'all of the east shore of 
the river Mississippi to very near the Head of uninterrupted 
steam navigation, so that the ‘erritory northwest of the Saint 
Croix river has its permanent commercial advantages confin- 
ed to a very ciregmseribed limit on the east bank of the Mis- 
sissippi, and cut off entirely on the south shore of Lake Supe- 
rior; while on the other-hand, within the limits of the state, the 
principal commercial points of the south shore of Lake Supe- 
riot and the upper Mississippi‘are retained ;:but so remote are 
these sections-of country fromthe seat of govern ment of the: 
prospective State, that’ they are Beyond the reach of its equal 
benefits—therefore both: justice and equity requires that a more’ 
southerly line than that: specified in Две ас! of Congress should: 
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Your committeo have considered it а matter of deep impor | 
tance, if by a hasty entrance into the Union, the many mil- 
lions that are, in а. human, probability, to inhabit this Terri- 
tory їп future, should be compelled to commit the representa» 
tion in the Senate of the United States to two senators, which 
is all that one state is entitled to;.and as the limits of the whole 
is capable of sustaining a population.equal to that of two lazge 
states, your committee have been greatly influenced in favor 
of dividing the Territory on that account. They havo also 
had a deep sense of the unequal. representation now in the 
Senate of the United. States from the different States in the 
Union, as compared with the representation in the lower house 
of Congress; the latter. being based проп an equal ratio of 
population in all the states, while the senate has the same re- 
presentation from every state, however large or small: for in- 
stance, the six. New England states has twelve Senators and 
thirty one Representatives, with an area in the aggregate об 
65,310 miles, according to Malte-Brun; while New York and 
Pennsylvania, with an area of 90,150 miles, has four Senators 
and fifty six. Representatives. Although the-five States loca- 
ted in the northwest Territory by the ordinance of- 1787, may. 
not now be аз much.out of proportion in their representation 
in Congress as New York and Pennsylvania.is with the New. 
England States: yet the time is rapidly approaching when. 
they may be, as the representation from the new States in the 
-ower house of Congress is:continually increasing, while that. 
in the Senate remains the same, therefure the importance of 
the new States entering the Union as nearly uniform in size 
as may be practicable: and for the: information of those who. 
may not be informed.on the subject, is.herewith annexed. 
Schedule (marked A), ой most of the States in. the Union, ex-- 
hibiting the comparative size of each. . - 

Your committee, after mature deliberation, taking into view: 
the variety of soil, surface, and resources generally, do re-- 
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commend that tlie line dividing the Territory of Wisconsin 
should commence in the channel of the Mississippi river, di- 
rectiy south of the highest peak on Mountain. Island, which, 
according to: Nicolle's map; is about where the 44th deg. of 
latitude crosses the Mississippi; thence due north a half de: 
gree; thence ол’ a direct line (northeasterly) to the head waters: 
of Montreal river, striking said head waters at the same place, 
as marked upon the survey made by Captain: Cram; thence: 
down the main channel of Montreal river to-the middle of Lake’ 
Superior. | 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM HOLCOMBE, Chairman: 


. 
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GO NE бо Gr бова ра 


A. 


AREA OF THE SEVERAL STATES, BY MALTE-BRUN. 


` square miles. 
Maine, - 32,000 
New-Hampshire, 9,280 
Vermont, - . 10,200 
Massachusetts, 7,800 
Rhode Island, 1,360 
Connecticut, - 4,670 
New-York, =- 46,200 
New-Jersey, - 6,900 
Pennsylvania, - 48,950 
Delaware, - 2,060 
Maryland, - 10,800 
Virginia, - 64,000 
North Carolina, 43,300 
South Carolina, 30,080 
Georgia, -' 58,200 
Alabama, - 80,800 


17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
29. 
28. 


24. 
25. 


26. 
27. 
28. 
29, 
30. 


square miles. 3 


Mississippi, - 43,350 
Louisiana, - 48,000 
Tennessee, - 41,300 4 
Kentucky, - 39.000 | 
Ohio, -  - 38,500 | 
Indiana, - i 36,250 | 
Illinois, - | 100 | 
до. in dispute, (10,000 
Missouri, - 60,000 


Michigan, - 38,750 
do. ит dispute, 

Arkansas, 

Florida, 

Texas, 

Iowa, 
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Mapison, Wiskonsan, Nov. 7, 1846. 
Hon. W, Ноһсомвк: | 
Dear Sir—In your letter of yesterday, you ask of me 
such information as I possess in relation to the country east 
of the Mississippi, and north of latitude 45 deg. 

Atmy residence | have several documents which contain 
many facts respecting that country; but as they cannot at this 
distance be obtained in time to be of service to you, I regret 
that I can only give you, in a few words, my recollections of 
that extensive and valuable region. 

From the mouth of Chippewa river to the outlet оГ Sandy 
Lake, (a distance of about five hundred miles according to the 
course of the stream) the soil is generally rich and fertile 
along the bank of the Mississippi river, and 1 have no doubt 
will produce the different varieties of grain and vegetables 
which are raised in this latitude. From the mouth of Leaf 
river down to the Chippewa—and for several miles east of 
the Mississippi—are prairies and openings of the finest qua!- 
ity of soil, well watered with springs and creeks; and admit- 
ting of dense settlements of agriculturalists. 

North of Sandy Lake the soil is light and sandy; and more 
than one half of the country, { think, is covered with marshes, 
ponds and lakes, 

Та the interior, a fine farming district is found at Mille Lac 
and its neighborhood; and I presume much good land will also. 
be found along the streams which flow into the Mississippi 
and St. Croix Your own personal examinations will enable 
you to give the committee the most accurate information of 
the character of the country drained by the latter river. | 

Му impressions are, generally, that the country which is 
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Watered by tlie streams which run to the Mississippi, is good 
for most of the purposes of agriculture, but that the valley of 
Lake Superior does not possess the same advantages. The 
eountry north of the lake is rocky and barren, but it is known 
to be as valuable for its copper and other ores as any other dis- 
trict on that laká. On the šovth shore there are extensive 
pine forests on the margin of the lake; but in the interior the 
country is broken and mountainous. Та some parts of it ag- 
vicultural settlements may be formed, but I think they can 
neither be numerqus or extensive. 

In the year odi I crossed from the head of Lake Superior 
to the Mississippi, and estimatad the distance to be 80 miles. 
Along the bank of the St. Louis river the land was good, but 
how far it extended north Í do not know. On leaving the - 
river at the Knife portage, wé passed through a grove of 
sugar maple about twelve miles in width, which appeared to 
be confined to the stream; but from that point to Sandy Lake 
the country was barren, and filled with cranberry marshes, 
tamarack swamps and lakes. 

You inquire what proportion of the country north of latitude 
45 deg. is susceptible of cultivation? I reply that there is not, 
in my opinion, from its soil and climate, more than one-third 
of it which can be occupied for agricultural pursuits, And 
even of this a considerable portion of it, especially that on the 
upper branches of the Chippewa, St. Croix, Munomonee and — 
Wiskonsan rivers, will for many years, it is probable, be more - 
valuable for its lumber thun for farming. 

І remain, with much respect, 
Xour obedient servant, 
J. D. DOTY. 
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_ 7Марном, W. Т.; Nov. 7, 1846,. 
Dear Sir: 1а reply to yours of the 6th instant, 1 give you 
below a statement of the character of the country within the 
‘Territory of Wisconsin north of 45 deg. „ 80 far as my knowl- 
edge extends. 

The country lying directly on Lake Superior, and ех(епд- 
ing westwardly to the Mississippi, is rough and broken— the 
greater portion of it would not admit of cultivation. The only 
lands which, in my opinion, are valuable for agricultural pur- 
poses, lie in-the valleys of the streams emptying into the lake; 
here we have as good land as ean be found in any other re- 
gion. 

The islands in the lake have a clay soil, but produce in 
abundance all vegetables which are raised in any other por- 
tion of Wisconsin, ` Wheat, barley and oats have also been 
found to produce well. 

The country in the region of Mille Lac, has an excellent 
soil, arid land сап ће procured to support a large agricultural 
population, Iam led to believe that the lands lying on Kettle 
river, and between Mille Lac and Fond du Lac, are of the . 
same character. 

At Sandy Lake, the soil is loose and sandy; north of this, 
the country is filled with lakes, and a great portion of it is 
marshy. Around each of the Jakes, however, is а belt of 
land of excellent quality. 

Of the country between the Falls of St. Anthony and Sandy 
Lake, I can only speak from information of others, It has 
been represented to me as the most valuable portion of the 
basin of the upper Mississippi for agricultural purposes. 
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` Not a doubt exists in my mind but that the north shoro of 
Lake Superior i is equally, if not more valuable than any por- 
tion of the southern shore.. The streams emptying into Lake 
Superior and the Mississippi, afford excellent water power; 
but, with the exception of the Saint Croix and Chippewa, will 
rot admit of navigation with large craft. | 
i réspectfully, p р 

| ‘Your. obedient servant, | 


! тав P. HAYS. 
Hon. Wx. Нацсомве, Present. 


